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The lavvfulneſſe of our 

Expedition into EncLand | 
manifclted. 


SAY S from the beginning tillthis time, wee haye at- 
VA Eg tempted nothing preſumptuouſly in this great 
2/28 ag VV ork of Reformation, but have proceeded upon 

8% good grounds, and have been led forwardby the 
good hand of GOD; So now, from our own perſwaſion,are 
we ready to anſwere every one that asketh us a reaſon of this 
our preſent Expedition; which is one of the greateſt aad mo 
notable parts of this wonderfull Work of G OD ;beſeechin 
all to lifr up their mindes above their own particulars ,: a 
without prejudice or patriality to lay to heart the confidera- 
tions following. 
. 1. Asall men know and confeſſe, what is the great force 
of neceſlity,and* hour ir dorb mt ations other wayes uns 
warrantable; Socan itnot be denyed , hut wee mult either 
ſcek our peace in England at this time , 01 Jye under three 
heavy burthens, which we arenot able to bears. Firſt, w 
mnſt maintain Armies on the Borders ,and all plazg neare 
to hazard, for the defence and preſervation of our Countrey, 
which by our laying down of Arms,& disbanding of our Fax. 
ces, ſhould be quickly over-ruune by hoſtile inyaſion,and the 
incurſions of our enemies. Secondly, we ſhall want all trade 
by Sea , which would not onely deprive the Kingdome of 
many neceffrics,but utterly undoe our Burrowes, Merchants, 
Mariners,and many others who live by fiſhings and by com- 
modities exported and imported, and whoſe particular cal- 
lings are utterly made wins, 5 want of commerce with other 
Nations and Sea-trade. Thirdly, the Subje&s through the - 
whole Kingdome ſhall want adminiſtration of Juſtice ; and 
although this time paſt, the marvailous power & providen : 
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ads Bring hath-keeped the rig nrn order and.quietneſſe 
without ordinary Judicatories fitting, yet cannot this be ex- 
Red for afterward,but all ſhall turne to confuſion. Any one 
of the threezmuch more all of them put together, threaten us 
with moſt certain ruine, unlefle wee ſpeevily uſe the remedy 
of this Expedition. And this we ſay not from feare, 
but from feeling; for we have already felt ro our unſpeakable 
rejudice,what it is tomaintain Armies, what to want traf- 
Bae, what to want adminiftration of Juſtice; And if the be- 
Winning of thoſe evils be ſo heavy; what ſhall the grouth and 
Tong continnance of them prove unto-us? So miſerable a be- 
ing, al men would judge to be worſe then no being. | 
I, If we conſider the nature my of this Expedi- 
tion, Tr is defenſive; & ſo: the more juſtificable. For probs 
hereof;let it be remembred: 1, The Kings Majeſty mitledde 
by the crafty and cruell fation of our adverſaries, began:this 
ents warre, .not wee, When articles of pacihcation had 
eerrthe other year agreed upon, Armes layed down , Forts 
and GaſHes-rendred', an Aſſembly kept and: concluded with 
the preſence & conſent of his Majefttes high Commillioner, 
the promiſed ratification thereof in Parliament (contrary ta 
the Keſarg Articles ) was denied unto- us And when we 
would have infermed hi« Majeſty hy nr Commuſlioners, of 
thereaſorns! and map-tr of our praceedings, they gotnor. ſo 
miich as preſenc-or audience. Thereafter his Ma jeſty being 
coritent to h««te them , before - that they came to Cort 
or werekeard,warre was concluded againſt us. at the Coun- 
cell tbe of England, & a Commuſbon giveh tothe Earle of 
"Northumberland for that effe&t:' The Parliaments of reland 
ahd England were alſo convocat for gramting Subſidies unta 
this warre againſt us, as is notour: plots have been hatched, 
and military preparations made againſt us: :. many invaſions 
by ſea;which have ſpoiled us of our ſhips & goods:men,wo- 
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men,& children killed in Zdinbwrgh by his Majeſtics Forces 


in the Caſtle: Our enemies therefore are the authors. and be- 
ginners of the warre,and we defenders onely. 2, We intend 
not the hurt of others, but our own peace and preſervation, 


neither are we to offer any injury or violence: And therefore 


have furniſhed our ſelves according to our power with all 
neceſlars 


Pg 


; "_—_ . * + x 
- 


necefſars,hotro fight atall, —_ wee be forced to it Nour 
own defencezas our Declaration bearcth.3.Weſhall retire & 
lay.down our Armes, aſfſoon-as we:ſball get aſure-peace, and 
ſhall be fatiffied-in our juſt demands:UJpon which.ground 6- 
ven ſame 6f thoſe who would ſeeme the greateſt Royaliſts, 
hold the warres of the Proteſtants in France againſt the King 
& the faction. of the Gu»/iars to, have been lawfull defenfive 
wars;becauſe they were ever ready to digband & quiet thetw+ 
felves when they got aſſurance of prank '& liberty. of Reg 
on.Now this preſent Expedition being in the natnre of it de= 
fenſive,hence it appeareth, thar it is not:contrary, but conſo= 
nant to gur former Proteſtations, Informations, and-Remon- 
ſtrances: Inall which,there is not one word againſt defenſive 
watre ig this-cauſe:but ftrong rcafonsfar itgall which militat 
for this Expedition. Our firſt Informatien ſent ro England 
this yearsthough it accurſeth all offenſive or,invaſive warre, 


yet ſheweth phinly, , charit we be invaded-either by ſea ox 
land,we muſt doe as aman-that fghteth himſ7lf.out of priſon 


JF a privat man;when his: houſe 1s blocked up,ſo'that he can 
have no liberty of commerce & traffique to ſupply himſelf & 
Ha family, bein alſo in-continuall hazard of his life -, not 
Owing, n 1 1eS: | 

koowing when he Gal be awed be py xcpic ho ee 
with the Forces which he can make, 8 fight himſelf freez OF 
how much more worth is the whole Nation ? and how ſhall 
one and the ſame way of defence and liberation'bee allowed 
toa privat man,and diſallowed toa Nation ? | 
T1. Thirdly, wee are called to this Expedition by that 
ſamedivine providence & vocation which hath guidedus hi- 
therto in this great bufineſle. We ſce the expediency of it; for 
the glory of GOD, for the good of the Church,for advancing 
the Golpell,for our own pzace,after ſeeking of GOD, & beg- 
ging light & direqion from Heaven, our hearts are inclined 
toir,GOD hath given us zeal & conrage ro proſecute it, abi+ 
lity & oportuuity for under-taking it, Inſtruments fitted for it, 
unanimous reſolution upon it,ſcruples removed out of -minds 
where they were harboured, encouragements: to atchieve 1t 
from many paſſages of divine providence,& namely from the 
proceedings of the laſt Parliament in Fi ngland, their grievaits 
3 ces: 


ces & defires being ſo homogeneall & ſibbe to ours. We have 
liboured in great long-luff-riag oy Sapplications, [ntoruuatte 
ons, Commitlions, and all orher means poſſi>le to avoid this 
Expedition: [t was not premedicare nor atte ted by us(God 
knowes,) but our enemies have neceſlicar 8 cedaRt-d us unto 
ir,& that of purpoſe to towethe fed of Nacionali quarrells ; 
yet as God hich-rto hach curned all cheirp!ors agaiaſt them» 
ſebves,” & to cffets quite contrary to theſe that they inten- 
ded: ſo are we hopetull, char uyobug into England,fomuch 
wiſhed & deſired by our adverſaries for producing a Natio- 
nall quarrel! , ſhalifo farredifappoincthem of their aymes, 
thar it ſhalliak the ewoNations tog-ther in ſtraitzr-&ltrong- 
er bonds both of eivill and Chriſtian love, then ever before. 
Aa that we may ſee yet further evid+ces of-a calling from 
God tothis voyag*, we may obſ.rvethe orderof the Lords 
eps & proceedings in this W ork of Reformation, For, be- 
ginning at the groſſe Popery of the Service-book, & book of 
Canons,he hath followed the back trade of our defection, till 
he hath reformed the very firſt '& tma left Novations which 
entered in this Church. Bur ſo it is that this back trade lea» 
deth-yer further, to the Prelacy in Eng/and, the fountaine 
whengs all cho D-lLpl A 2... ified nntous;: The Lord 
therefore is {till on the back trade, and we following him 
therein,can not yet be ata ſtay. Yea;we truſt, that he (hall ſo 
follow forth this trade, as to chaſe home the beaſt & the falſe 
phet to Rowe;8& from Kome out of the world. Beſides,thiz 
third conſiderationreſulteth from the former two; for if this 
Expedition beneceflary,& if it be defenſive,then it followeth 
inevitably,that weare called unco it;for our neceſfarydefence 
is warranted, yea commanded by the Law of God and Na-« 
ture,and weare-oblidged to it in our Covenant, | 
I V, Fourthly, the lawfulnefſe of this Expedition appear- 
eth,if we conſidef the party againſt whom: which is not the 
Kingdome of England, but the Canterburian fation of P a- 
poſs Atheiſts, Arminians, Prelats,the miſleaders of the Kings 
azeſty,8& the common enemies of both Kinegdomes. We 
perſwade our ſelves,that our Brethren & neighbours in E»g- 
fend will never be ſocvill-adyiſed , as to make themſelves a 
patty againſtus by their defence & patrociny of our enemies 


among 


neare to, her c 


from being an enemy-to. him, 2 Sew.20.. As touching the pro» 
viton furniture of our Arm yin E gland, it ſhall be 


cefaries, when as befide the procuri of our own peace, we, 
doe good offices to them. T1 "lereit (we know) the chur-; 
lifhnes of Nab«l,who refuſed viQuals to Dawvidand his men, 
had:done themgoodand no evill, r.Sa»,25..- And the 
Ty N Leahe men of SacFeryand Pexxell, Neg denyed, 
£4470 Giarans Army, when he was | 10 ie, COMmOn.. 
engmies of all 1/r7acl;7#dg.8, But lerche Znelh doe of their: 
geyolence what humanity and diſcretion will teach them; 


oney or ſecurity : And.zf 
&d (which we ſhall neverexp. Yit were: 
ule to ler Iſea: alle through their Countrey,. or to give 
them bread and water 1n any caſe, Name. 20. 7udp.1 1. and this 
ce.the Lord accounted fo inexpiable, that for it he ac... 
curled the Edomites and AMoabirer from, enterivg into. the. 
congregation of the Lord unto the tenth: generation, Dear. 
23-34, 

Y The fifch confideration concerneth the end for which. 
this voyage is under-taken. Wee have atteſted the ſearcher. 
of hearts, It is not to execute any diſſoyall a& againſt the 
Kings Majeſtie , It is not to put forth a cruell or vindictive 
Ws againſt our adverſaries in Englevxd,whom we defire on- 
Iyto be judged and cenſured hy their ownhofourabte & 
Court of Parliament; 1t is not to enrich our ſelves with the 
wealth of England, norto doe any harme thereto : But b y 


the contrair we ſhall gladly beſtow our = & our meanes - 


_ 


to doe them all the good we can , which they might juſtly - 
look for at our han 


for the help whicht hey made us at our. 
He Refors: - 


Bs win in freeing. p fromrhe 1 ronch a * ence” TY 
& oye Ne rhogy ad us to Marne as.” bonde Peace X 
ence, ant GOD who 15 Face, remen qur genres 5 beatetlf 
us record, that we aire allanerly at the plory'of GOD; "hoe 
of both Nations,& honour of the King N fubs bes, be & 
en in a legall way of thoſe wWhoT are the I: 

e fire-bra! I hell; the: Korebs; the'Ba "this 
Dogs. the Rabankehs,the Hamarns, tht Tobiabs AL Sat. 
tarts of our time, which done, we are fatisfied. Neither have 
we oo un to uſe a military Expedition to. England 28 a mean 

paſſing thoſe our pious ends”, 'till all other" meanes* 
which we' cod think upon have failed us, and'this' alone is" 
—=_ us.4s nltimum & unicum remeliun, the laft and cody, 
remedy, 
'VT. Sixtly,if the Lord ſhaft blefſe us inthis our Ex 

en,and our [ [atentions ſhall not be crofſed by onr þywn al 


andmiſcarrjage,or by the o tion of the Expii6, the Fritits- 
ſhall befh RC Ia 'the we Pppin oevie to "oth Natiohs,? 


to the Poſterity,and! to the reformed Kirkes abroad: Srofland- 
Quil be reformed as at the begi ginning, the -Reformation bF 


4 lo! 5 {warn leaded- for by the' Godly ther: 
Wiſhes and defirey pe# er 


the Anbers 2h : RESORT Hierarchy,with theiy M4: 
latry, Superſticion, and humane Inventions ſhalt pack'theny 
hence; the names of Sefts and Separatiſts ſhalt no mote bee. 
meritioned”, and the Lord ſhallbe one; 'and his Nameojie? 
throughout the whole Tland, which: ſhall be glory*tos GOD; 
honour to.theKing, joy to the Kingdomes, comfort to the: 
poſterity,example to other Chriſtian Kirkes, and confulion 
to the incorrigible enemies. Tn 


INES... 


—_—_— 
——_— WY. 


— 


